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BLAENAVON  URB--JK  DISTRICT 


Statistical  Summary  1939. 


Area  of  district 

Rateable  value  (1.4.  *59)  ^ 

Ssti.ni3.ted  net  product  of  Id. rate  59) 

Number  of  council— owned  houses  (31*12.  59) 

Number  of  Council  houses  built  during  1959) 

Population  (estimated  mid  1959) 

Number  of  live  births  (1959) 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

Number  of  illegitimate  live  births  . 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 


Number  of  stillbirths 

Stillbirth  rate  per^otal  live  and  stillbirths 

Total  live  and  stillbirths 

Number  of  infant  deaths  (under  1 year) 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  - tota  n t.imate 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  bir  - S 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  ^egitimlte 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 wks.  per  1,000  total 


Ear  y neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 ^°°°rths) 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  “n^er,lfb\  ths) 

combined  pier  1,000  total  live  and  Etil-birtns ; 

Number  of  maternal  deaths(including  abortion). 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

Number  of  deaths (1959 ) • 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population. 


Year 

19' 4'S 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 
1955 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 


Births 

173 

155 

150 

123 

129 

137 

105 

104 

119 

120 
122 
119 


Deaths 

116 

137 

144 

125 

137 

129 

112 

158 

128 

122 

119 

110 


4,613  acres 
£57,257. 
£176. 8.5. 17C 
434 
Nil 
9,060 
119 
13.1 
2 

1.7% 

2 

16.5 

121 

10 

84.0 

85.0 

Nil 

58.8 

58.8 

74.4 

Nil 

Nil 

110 

12.1 
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BLAENAVON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Chairman:-  Councillor  R. J. Morris, B. A. ,J.P. 
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County  Councillor  R. A. Watkins 
Councillor  D.W. puddle 
W. H. Parry 
E.  Filer 
D. J . Jones 


East  Ward  Councillors 
Councillor  W.H. Taylor 
A. Penhelog 
S . Banks 

V.  Arnold 
C . Evans 

W.  J . Edwards 


West  Ward  Councillors 

Councillor  R. J. Morris ,B. A. , J.P. 

County  Councillor  A. P. Griffiths 

Councillor  E. J. Davies ,3. A. 

R. H. Jenkins 
T.Bond 
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The  Ordinary  meeting  is  held  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  the  month 
at  6 p.m. 


The  Housing  Committee  meet  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  the  month. 

The  General  Purposes  Committee  meet  on  the  second  Wednesday  in 
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The  officers'  reports  are  taken  at  the  Monthly  meeting  of  the 
Council. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

TO  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BLAENAVON 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER, 1939. 

To  the  Chairman  & Members  of  the 
Blaenavon  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Miss  Lewis  & Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  submit  for  your  information  my  annual  public 
health  report  for  your  district  for  the  year  1959  relating  to  matters 
of  public  health  in  your  area. 

The  report  has  been  compiled  as  required  by  Regulations  5(3)  and 
15(5)  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  Regulations,  1959i  and  as  directed 
in  Circular  1/60  (Wales)  dated  8th  January,  i960,  from  the  ;elsh  Board 
of  Health. 


General  Comment. 

This  year  like  the  previous  year  saw  the  district  escape  from 
visitation  by  any  of  the  more  serious  notifiable  diseases  such  as 
poliomyelitis  or  the  enteric  group  of  infections.  It  is  also  pleasing 
to  note  that  there  wore  only  two  notifications  of  tuberculosis  during 
the  year  and  that  the  low  incidence  of  this  disease  in  the  district 
of  less  than  six  notifications  per  year  has  been  maintained  since  1953* 
Tuberculosis  of  all  forms  has  caused  no  death  in  this  district  for  the 
last  two  years  and  only  one  death  in  the  last  six  years. 

It  is  also  pleasing  to  note  that  the  Council  is  actively  engaged 
in  introducing  refuse  disposal  by  properly  controlled  tipping  and  also 
the  provision  of  standard  refuse  bins  for  each  household.  This,  of 
course,  is  involving  the  Authority  in  appreciable  expenditure  as  the 
purchase  of  a new  refuse  vehicle  and  earthmoving  equipment  is  necessary. 
The  Authority  is  to  be  highly  commended  in  its  progressive  attitude  to 
this  matter  as  many  more  affluent  districts  have  failed  to  attempt 
seriously  the  tackling  of  this  problem  of  proper  refuse  disposal  and  the 
provision  of  standard  bins. 

The  Council's  building  programme  for  slum  clearance  saw  six  semi- 
detached houses  completed  during  the  year  and  work  had  begun  on  a 
further  66  at  Hillside.  During  the  year  51  houses  were  represented  to 
the  Council  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  being  individual  unfits 
and  some  7 houses  in  a clearance  area.  Also  45  properties  were  dealt 
with  in  reportisby  the  Public  Health  Inspector  during  the  year.  By  the 
end  of  the  year  96  orders“have  been  made  on  these  properties.  The 
problem  of  unfit  houses  at  Blaenavon  has  only  been  touched  upon  so  far 
and  it  is  therefore  essential  that  building  for  slum  clearance  and 
general  needs  should  continue  liberally  for  some  years  to  come.  The 
present  problem  is  some  376  unfit  houses  (subject  to  further  survey)  to 
be  dealt  with.  It  is  most  desirable  that  there  should  be  continuity 
in  the  Council's  building  programme  and  to  ensure  this  attention  should 
be  given  now  to  the  siting, etc. ,of  further  houses  which  should  follow 
on  the  present  scheme  of  66  at  Hillside. 

The  scheme  to  bring  in  a supply  of  treated  water  to  the  district  from 
the  Pontjrpool  and  District  Water  Company  was  completed  during  the  year 
and  this  was  an  enormous  help  during  the  dry  summer  of  1959. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid 
1959  was  9,060,  which  continues  the  persistent  downward  trend 
in  the  population  during  recent  years. 

1921  census  population  - 12,469  (6,594  males  and  5,875  females) 

1931  census  population  - 11,076  (5,84 7 males  and  5,22 9 females) 

1951  census  population  - 9,779  (4,976  males  and  4,803  females) 

Estimated  mid-year  population  since  1932. 


1932 

9,628 

1953 

9,589 

= 

39  fall 

1954 

9,380 

=: 

9 fall 

1955 

9,490 

= 

90  fall 

1956 

9,320 

= 

170  fall 

1957 

9,230 

= 

90  fall 

1958 

9,140 

90  fall 

1959 

9,060 

= 

80  fall 

Estimated  fall  in  population  of  568  since  1952. 

Elevations  above  sea  level. 

St.  Peter's  Church  1,035  feet. 

No. 4 Reservoir  1,319  feet. 

Penffordgoch  1,573  feet. 

Estimated  populations  - mid  - 1959  - adjacent  Urban  Districts. 

Abergavenny  M. B.  9,030  Abercarn  U.D.  18,610  Abertillery  U.D.  26,^50 

Bedwellty  U.D.  28,070  Cwmbran  U.D.  20,340  Ebbw  Vale  U.D.  28,230 

Monmouth  M.B.  5,700  Tredegar  U.D.  20,210  Pontypool  U.D.  40,020 

The  Blaenavon  Urban  District  is  located  at  the  head  of  the 
Eastern  valley  of  Monmouthshire  and  is  moderately  well  served  by 
road  and  rail  transport. 


Rainfall . 

The  district's  rainfall  was  recorded  at  No. 2 Reservoir  and 
supplied  by  the  Council's  Surveyor,  Mr.  G.C.E.  Thomas,  J.P. 


January 

7.47 

ins 

July 

4.32 

ins . 

February  0.45 

August 

2.10 

?f 

March 

5.59 

n 

September 

0.15 

it 

April 

5.26 

11 

October 

5.48 

it 

May 

3.19 

11 

November 

9.52 

.? 

Mune 

1.72 

11 

December 

17.14 

■;  t 

Total  62.39  ins. 

The  district's 

rainfall  during  the  past  10 

years 

was 

follows : - 

1948 

61.72  ins  1953 

47.21 

ins 

1949 

50.90 

" 1954 

65.18 

it 

1950 

56.89 

" 1955 

52.99 

;t 

1951 

67.28 

" 1956 

47.81 

it 

1952 

54.69 

" 1957 

54.01 

ti 

1958 

65.OO 

it 

1959 

62.39 

it 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28828045 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Table  I.  Showing  the  yearly  number  of  live  births,  estimated  mid- 
year populations  and  the  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 
since  1951. 

1951  I 

i 

, 

123 ! 

9,719. 

13.4  ; 

i 


1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

Number  of  live  births 

119 

122 

120l  119 

Estimated  mid-year 

9,060 

9,1,40 

9 ,230k  320 

population. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 
population 

13.1 

13.4 

13.0 

12.8 

1955 


104 


1954 j 1953 


1952 


t 


105 ! 137!  129 


10.9  ! 10.9 


14.3 


The  number  of  live  births  assigned  to  this  district  for  the  year 
was  119  (63  males  and  36  females)  which  represents  a decrease  of  3 
over  the  figure  for  last  year.  All  of  these  births  were  legitimate 
with  the  exception  of  2 (1  male  and  1 female). 

The  natural  increase  for  the  year  (excess  of  births  over  deaths) 
was  9 - that  is  119  births  as  against  110  deaths. 

The  stillbirths  for  the  year  numbered  2 (1  male  and  1 female) 
and  all  were  of  legitimate  birth. 

The  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  for  the  year  was  13*1  which 
showed  a slight  drop  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  national 
birth  rate  was  16.5  and  the  bounty  rate  16.9  per  1,000  population  for 
the  year. 

Once  again  there  was  no  death  assigned  to  maternal  causes  during 
the  year.  The  maternal  mortality  rate  for  the  county  was  0.52  per  1,000 
total  births  (live  and  still). 

The  local  birth  rate  of  13.1  may  be  compared  with  the  national 
rate  of  16.5  if  the  local  rate  is  first  multiplied  by  the  comparability 
factor  of  1.05. 
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Table  II.  Showing  the  births  registered  in  and  allocated  to  this 
district  for  1959 s according  to  sex,  month  and  quarter 
of  occurrence,  together  wxth  the  inward  transferable 
births . 


1 

j Month 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Quarterly 

births 

i 

j January 

A 

_ 

4) 

February 

1 

1 

2) 

10 

Mar  ch 

3 

1 

4) 

April 

3 

1 

4) 

l 

May 

3 

3 

6) 

14 

June 

- 

4 

4) 

July 

1 

1 

27 

August 

3 

3 

6) 

13 

September 

3 

2 

5) 

October 

1 

1 

2) 

November 

2 

- 

2) 

6 

December 

1 

1 

2) 

Totals 

25 

18 

43 

43 

Inward  transfer- 
able births 

38 

38 

76 

Grand  totals  for 
the  year  1959 

63 

56 

t 

119 

Comparative  birth  rates. 

Blaenavon  Urban  District  - 13 •! 
Monmouthshire  Administrative  County  - 16.9 
England  & Wales  - 16.5 
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DEATHS . 


Table  III  Showing  the  yearly  number  of  deaths,  estimated  mid-year 

populations  and  the  death  rate  per  1,000  population  since 
1951. 


1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

— 

1951 

Number  of  deaths 

110 

119 

122 

128 

159 

112 

129 

137 

125 

Estimated  mid-year 
population 

9,060 

9,140 

9,230 

9,320 

9,949 

9,580 

9,589 

9,628 

9,719 

Death  rate  per 
1 ,000  population 

12.1 

13.0 

13.2 

13.7 

16 . 8 

11.7 

13.5 

14.2 

12.9 

The  deaths  assigned  to  this  district  for  the  year  numbered  110  (66 
males  and  females)  which  shows  a decrease  of  9 over  the  previous  year 
and  gives  a crude  death  rate  of  12.1  per  1,000  population  as  compared  with 
a county  rate  of  11.8  and  a national  rate  of  11.6. 

.Reference  to  Table  IV  will  give  these  deaths  assigned  by  sex  to  the 
various  causes. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  no  death  was  assigned  to  any  form 
of  tuberculosis.  Also  no  death  was  assigned  to  maternal  causes  while  the 
county  maternal  mortality  rate  was  .52  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and 
still ) . 

Cancer  in  its  various  forms  caused  14  deaths  (11  males  and  3 females) 
during  the  year  which  represented  12.7%  of  the  total  deaths.  Cancer  of 
the  lungs  and  bronchi  caused  1 male  death  during  the  year. 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels  caused  6l  deaths  (31  males 
and  30  females),  or  55*5%  of  the  total  deaths. 

Diseases  of  the  re  piratory  system  caused  16  deaths  (12  males  and 
4 females)  or  14.6%  of  the  total  deaths. 

There  was  no  death  assigned  to  any  form  of  leukaemia  during  the 

year. 


The  local  death  rate  of  12.1  per  1,000  population  may  be  compared 
with  the  national  rate  of  11.6  if  the  local  rate  is  first  multiplied 
by  the  comparability  factor  for  the  district  which  is  1.14. 
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Table  IV.  Showing  the  deaths  registered  in  and  allocated  to  this 
district  for  1959  according  to  sex,  month  and  quarter 
of  occurrence,  together  with  the  inward  transferable 
deaths . 


Month 

' 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Quarterly 

deaths 

January 

4 

2 

6) 

February 

9 

7 

16) 

28 

Mar  ch 

5 

1 

6) 

A.pril 

5 

4 

77 

May 

6 

3 

9) 

21 

June 

5 

- 

5) 

July 

2 

3 

5) 

August 

7 

4 

11) 

16 

September 

- 

- 

-) 

October 

3 

2 

5) 

November 

6 

4 

10) 

24 

Dece  ber 

3 

6 

9) 

Totals 

53 

36 

OO 

vO 

1 

89 

Inward  transfer- 

able  deaths 

13 

8 

21 

Grand  total 

for  1959 

66 

44 

110 

Comparative  death  rates  - 1959 « 

Blaenavon  Urban  District  - 12.1 
Monmouthshire  Administrative  County  - 11.8 
England  and  Wales  - 11.6 
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Table  V.  Showing  the  deaths  allocated  to  this  district  for  1959 
in  quinquennial  age  groups  and  by  sex. 


t 

Age 

last  birthday 

Males 

Females 

Total 

0 - 

- 4 

9 

1 

10 

5 - 

- 9 

- 

- 

- 

10  - 

- 14 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 

■ 19 

- 

- 

20  - 

- 24 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 

- 29 

- 

- 

- 

30  - 

- 34 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 

- 39 

1 

2 

3 

4o  - 

- 44 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 

49 

- 

2 

2 

50  - 

5^ 

1 

1 

2 

55  - 

- 59 

10 

3 

13 

60  - 

- 64 

11 

3 

14 

65  - 

69 

8 

6 

14 

70  - 

- 74 

13 

6 

19 

75  - 

- 79 

5 

10 

15 

80  - 

- 84 

5 

8 

13 

85  - 

- 89 

3 

1 

4 

90  - 

94 

- 

1 

1 

+ 

LT\ 

ON 

- 

- 

. 

All 

ages 

66 

44 

no  ! 

It  will  be  observed  fro:;:  the  above  table  that  66  persons  (34 
males  and  32  females)  reached  the  age  of  65  years  at  death,  or  60$ 
of  the  total  deaths. 

The  age  of  75  years  at  death  was  reached  by  33  persons  (13  males 
and  20  females),  or  ~50%  of  the  total  deaths. 

The  age  of  80  years  at  death  was  attained  by  18  persons 
(8  males  and  10  females)  or  16.4%  of  the  total  deaths. 
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Table  VI.  Showing  the  deaths  from  all  causes,  infant  deaths, 
births  and  stillbirths  allocated  to  this  district 

for  1959- 


Causes  of  death 

Male 

Female 

I 

1.  Respiratory  tuberculosis. 

1 

_ 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other. 

- 

- 

5.  Syphilitic  disease. 

- 

- 

4.  Diphtheria. 

- 

- 

5.  /hooping  Cough. 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infection. 

- 

- 

7.  ...cute  poliomyelitis. 

- 

- 

8.  Measles. 

- 

- 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases. 

- 

- 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach. 

2 

1 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lungs  and  bronchus. 

1 

- 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast. 

- 

- 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus. 

- 

- 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms. 

8 

2 

15.  Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia. 

- 

- 

16.  Diabetes. 

— 

- 

17*  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system. 

11 

10 

18.  Coronary  diseases,  angina. 

15 

6 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

- 

1 

20.  Other  heart  diseases. 

3 

13 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases. 

2 

1 

22.  Influenza. 

1 

1 

23.  Pneumonia. 

1 

- 

24.  Bronchitis. 

10 

3 

23.  Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system. 

- 

- 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  & duodenum. 

2 

- 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea. 

1 

- 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 

- 

2 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  the  prostate. 

- 

- 

30.  Pregnancy , childbirth , abortion. 

- 

- 

31*  Congenital  malformations. 

1 

1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases. 

8 

3 

33«  Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

- 

- 

34.  All  other  accidents. 

- 

- 

35.  Suicide. 

- 

- 

38.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war. 

- 

Total  all  causes 

66 

44 

Deaths  in  infants  under  1 year  of  age:- 

9 

1 

Legitimate 

9 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

Total  births:- 

63 

56 

Legitimate 

62 

55 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Stillbirths : - 

1 

1 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

Estimated  population  mid  1959  = 9»06o 
Comparability  factors :- 


Births 


Deaths . 


1.05 


1.14 
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Table  VII  Showing  the  number  of  inquests  on  persons  belonging 

to  this  district  during  1959  and  the  causes  of  death. 


Cause  of  death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Chronic  bronchitis 
aggravated  by  pneumoconiosis 

2 

_ 

2 

Chronic  bronchitis 
and  emphysema. 

2 

- 

2 

Duodenal  haemorrhage 

1 

- 

1 

Broncho-pneumonia  and 
emphysema. 

1 

- 

1 

Cardiac  failure. 

1 

- 

1 

Coronary  thrombosis 

1 

- 

1 

Total 

8 

- 

8 

The  8 inquests  referred  to  males  ranging  in  age  between 
57  years  and  86  years.  The  two  cases  of  chronic  bronchitis 
aggravated  by  pneumoconiosis  referred  to  males  aged  63  and 
86  years. 


It  is  noted  that  there  were  no  deaths  of  persons 
belonging  to  this  district  from  motor  vehicle  accidents  or 
any  other  accidents  recorded  during  the  year, 

There  was  no  death  assigned  to  suicide  during  the 

year. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Table  VIII  Showing  the  number  of  infant  deaths,  live  births, etc., 
since  1950. 


1959 

1958 

1957 

: 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

— i 

1950 

No. of  deaths  in 
infants  under  1 yr. 

10 

5 

4 

2 

6 

7 

5 

3 

6 

2 

No. of  live  births. 

119 

122 

120 

119 

104 

105 

137 

129 

123 

150 

| 

Infant  mortality 
rate . 

84.0 

41.0 

35.3 

16.8 

57.7 

66 . 6 

36.3 

23.3 

28.8 

13.3 

Of 


9 occurred  in  hospital  andone  at  home, 
in  two  pairs  of  twins. 


LU  J.  ^ ~ 

Four  of  these  deaths  occurred 


Table  IX  Showing  the  infant  deaths  assigned  to  this  district  for 
1959  by  cause  and  in  age groups. 


Cause  of  death 

Under 

1 

week 

1-2 

weeks 

2-3 

weeks 

-cf-  (0 

1 0) 
0 

K\  5 

Total 

under 

month 

1-3 

months 

3-6 

months 

6-9 

months 

9-12 

months 

Total 
under 
1 yr. 

Prematurity 

7 

- 

- 

- 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

Congenital  heart 
disease 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Multiple  congenital 
deformities 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Acute  enteritis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

All  causes 

7 

- 

- 

- 

7 

2 

- 

1 

- 

10 

Prematurity  at  birth  was  the  greatest  single  cause  of  infant 
mortality  during  the  year  and  the  district's  figure  was  markedly 
the  occurrence  of  4 deaths  in  two  pairs  of  premature 
4hLh1ra°cUr=Illy  doubled  the  infant  mortality  rate  over  the 

previous  year  in  itself. 

Table  X Showing  the  infant  mortality  rate  for  England  and  'Vales, 

etc.,  for  1959,1958,1957,1956  and  1955. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


The  number  of  diphtheria  immunisations  carried  out  in  the 
Council's  district  during  1959  were  as  follows 


Age  at  date  of  final  dose  (as 
regards  A)  or  of  reinforcing 
(as  resrards  B) 

dose 

Under 
1 vr. 

1-4 
yrs . 

5-14 

yrs 

Total . 

A. 

Number  of  children  who  completed 
a full  course  of  primary  immun- 
isation in  this  Authority's 
district  (including  temporary 
residents)  during  the  year 
ended  31.12. ' 59 • 

24 

92 

23 

139 

B. 

Number  of  children  who  received 
a secondary  (reinforcing) 
injection  (i . e . subsequently  to 
primary  immunisation  at  an 
earlier  age)  during  the  year 
ended  31.12.59* 

1 

Vaccination  against  smallpox. 

The  following  vaccinations  against  smallpox  were  carried  out  in 
this  district  during  the  year  ended  31.12. ' 59 • 


Age  at  date  of 
vaccination 

Under 

l yr. 

1 

year 

2-4 

yrs 

5 - 14 

yrs 

15  + 
yrs 

Total 

Number  vaccinated 

67 

- 

2 

3 

- 

72 

Number  revaccinated 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

67 

2 

3 

” 

i 

72  I 

i 

Immunisation  against  whooping  cough. 

The  following  immunisations  against  whooping  cough  were  carrxcu 
out  in  this  district  during  the  year  ended  31.12. '59. 


Age  at  date  of  final 
iniection 

0-4  yrs 

5 - 14  yrs 

Total 

Number  of  children  who  have  completed 
a primary  course  (normally  3 injections) 
of  whooping  cough  vaccine  (single  or  in 
combination)  in  the  ..uthority ' s district 
during  the  year  ended  31.12. '59* 

108 

4 

1 

112  j 
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Table  XII  Showing  the  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  notified  yearly  since  1944. (tuberculosis  excluded) 
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Tuberculosis . 


The  Chest  Clinic  facilities  for  the  town  still  continue 
to  be  available  at  the  Park  Buildings,  Pontypool,  which  is 
within  easy  reach  by  'bus  or  train.  Blaenavon  Hospital  also 
provides  the  facility  for  chest  xray  and  the  Chest  Physician 
visits  as  he  is  required. 

Tuberculosis  cases  now  requiring  admission  to  hospital 
for  treatment  can  be  admitted  without  delay,  which  is  a marked 
contrast  with  the  conditions  prevailing  a few  years  back. 

Early  admission  to  hospital  of  infective  cases  of  tuberculosis 
eases  the  position  in  the  home  enormously  as  well  as  very  much 
reducing  the  risk  of  infection  to  other  membersof  thepatient's 
family . 

There  was  no  general  population  mass  radiography  survey 
in  the  district  during  the  year  but  units  of  this  service 
visited  factories  further  down  the  valley  where  many  people 
from  this  district  work  so  that  the  facility  w as  available  in 
their  employer.’.s  time  if  they  wished.  The  mass  radiography 
service  favours  surveys  in  factories  and  amongst  special 
categories  such  as  school  leavers  rather  than  undertake ”g 
general  population  surveys. 

There  is  a static  mass  radiography  unit  located  at 
Penford  Hall,  Commercial  Street,  Newport,  and  the  facility 
is  available  to  anyone  from  this  area  visiting  that  town. 

The  times  of  opening  of  this  unit  for  the  general  public 
are  as  follows 


Monday  10  - 12  a.m.  and  2 - 4 p.m. 
Tuesday  10  - 12  a.m.  and  2 - 4 p.m. 
Thursday  10  - 12  a.m.  and  2-4  p.m. 
Friday  10.-  12  a.m.  and  2-4  p.m. 


also  5 - 7 p.m. 


There  was  no  death  assigned  Jo  tuber culosis  in  this 
district  during  the  year  for  the  second  year  in  succession 
and  in  fact  there  has  only  been  one  death  from  this  cause 
in  the  district  since  1953* 

There  were  two  notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
(all  males ) during  the  year. 
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Table  XIII  Showing  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  and  the 
deaths  due  to  tuberculosis  during  1959  analysed  in  age 
and  sex  groups  and  by  type  of  disease. 


Age 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

gr  oups 
in 

| Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

years 

Male 

Female 

Male] 

Female 

Male  „ 

Females 

! Male, 

Female- 

0-1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 - 5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 -15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15-20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20-55 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35-45 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45-55 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55-65 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65+ 

1 

- 

- 

| 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

2 

- 

1 

! ~ 

- 

- 

The  classification  of  the  above  cases  notified  during  the 
year  were:- 

Males:-  No  classification  received  from  Chest  Physician. 

The  death  rates  for  tuberculosis  for  this  district  for  1959 
were  as  follows :- 

(rates  for  1958  in  parenthesis) 

(a)  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  - Nil  per  1,000  population  (Nil) 

(b)  Palmonary  tuberculosis  - Nil  per  1,000  population  (Nil) 

(c)  Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  - Nil  per  1,000  population  (Nil) 

Table  XIV  Showing  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  remaining 
on  the  register  of  this  district  at  31*12.'59. 


Males 

Femal  es 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

25 

2 

35 

3 

63  j 

17 


* 


Table  XV  Showing  the  yearly  notifications  of  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  for  males  and  females,  and  the  yearly  deaths 
from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  since  19^-2. 
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Table  XVI  Showing  the  occupations  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 
in  ruales  notified  during  1959. 


n 

i Occupation 

t 

Pulmonary 

Non- pulmonary 

Total 

j Retired 

1 

- 

1 

l 

j Factory  Vorker 

1 

- 

1 

| Total 

2 

- 

2 

t 

Table  XVII  Showing  the  monthly  notifications  of  tuberculosis 
(all  forms)  for  the  year  1959. ( corrected  for 
diagnosis ) 


I 

Month 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

pulmonary 

r 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

January 

_ 

_ 

- 

February 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

March 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

April 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

May 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

June 

— 

- 

- 

- 

July 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

August 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

September 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

October 

1 

— 

- 

- 

1 

November 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

December 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

2 

- 

2 

Table  XVIII  Showing  the  admissions  to  and  discharges  from 
institutions  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis 
during  1959* 


Institution 

Admissions 

— — — --i 

Discharges 

Mai  e s 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Cefn  Mably 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Sully  Hospital 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

1 

1 

- 

19 
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Table  XIX  Showing  the  notification  rates  and  death  rates  per 
1,000  population  for  tuberculosis  for  the  district 
since  1938. 


1 

I 

Year 

Notification  rates 
per  1,000  population 

Death  rates  per 
1,000  population 

Pulmonary 

Non- pul nonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonar;y 

1938 

2.93 

0.30 

.51 

.00 

1939 

3.02 

.68 

.59 

.00 

1940 

2.11 

.48 

.67 

.10 

1941 

2.62 

.09 

.47 

.00 

1942 

1.00 

.40 

.79 

.10 

1943 

2.14 

.41 

.71 

.10 

1944 

2.54 

.41 

.61 

.21 

1945 

1.55 

.21 

.50 

.50 

1946 

1.74 

.51 

• 51 

.20 

1947 

1.34 

.20 

.92 

.51 

1948 

1.51 

.20 

.81 

.10 

1949 

1.61 

.10 

.30 

.00 

1950 

.50 

.20 

.40 

.00 

1951 

.82 

.00 

.00 

.00 

1952 

1.14 

.10 

.31 

.00 

1953 

.83 

.21 

.10 

- 

1954 

.31 

- 

- 

- 

1955 

.52 

- 

- 

- 

1956 

.32 

- 

- 

- 

1957 

.33 

.11 

.11 

_ 

1958 

.33 

- 

- 

- 

1959 

.22 

- 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  death  rates  for  England  and  Wales  - 1959. 

The  provisional  death  rate  per  million  population  for 
England  and  Males  for  1959  for  respiratory  tuberculosis  was  77, 
which  represents  a further  decrease  in  mortality  from  this 
disease . 

For  the  same  period  the  death  rate  for  cancer  of  the  lungs 
and  bronchi  was  464  per  million  (provisional) , which  represents 
a further  increase  in  the  death  rate  from  this  cause. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  195$. 

The  duties  of  a Food  and  Drugs  Authority  under  the  above 
Act  are  carried  out  in  this  district  by  the  Weights  and  Measures 
Department  of  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council.  The  County  Chief 
Inspector  of  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department,  Mr.  A.  '/.  Prosser, 
has" informed  us  that  his  department  took  48  samples  in  this  district 
during  the  year  for  analysis  by  the  County  Analyst.  The  48  soup  es 
included  21  milks,  24  other  foodstuffs,  2 ice  creams  and  1 beer.  . 
All  these  samples  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  as  satisfying 
the  various  standards  required. 


Disposal  of  house  and  trade  refuse. 

The  Council, is  now  committed  to  a scheme  to  provide  each 
household  with  a standard  size  refuse  bin  and  the  acquisition  ox  an 
up-to-date  refuse  collecting  vehicle  and  earth-moving  equipment,  ^he 
Council  is  also  engaged  on  the  acquisition  of  a suitable  site  where 
controlled  tipping  can  be  carried  out  in  a proper  manner. 

The  Authority  deserves  all  credit  in  tackling  this  matter 
of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  in  such  a bold  manner. 


Public  Swimming  Baths. 

There  is  an  open-air  swimming  bath  in  the  district  which 
is  provided  with  plant  to  secure  adequate  purification  oi  the  water 
This  bath  is  not  Council  property  but  there  is  a strong  possitili  x 
that  it  will,  in  the  near  future,  come  under  Council  control.  This 
bath  is  filled  from  a mains  water  supply  which  is  sand  filtereu  ano 
topped  up  from  a spring. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  use  section  47  of  this  Act  during 
the  year  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and 
attention. 


Local  problem  families  Committee. 

No  case  came  to  notice  in  the  district  during  the  year 
which  might  be  referred  to  this  committee. 


Water  Supplies. 


During  1959  the  supply  of  70,000  gallons  of  treated  water 
per  day  became  available  to  Blaenavon  from  the  Pontypool  and  District 
Water  Company's  reservoir  at  Cwmavon  and  this,  no  doubt,  saved  the 
district  from  a very  difficult  situation  in  view  of  the  prolonged, 
drought.  The  chlorinating  plant  at  Bunker'S  Tank  is  not  yet  working 
and  every  effort  should  be  made  to  get  it  into  operation  as  soon  as 
possible  in  view  of  the  poor  bacteriological  reports  on  this  source 

>f  supply. 


The  bacteriological  reaulte  on  the  various  sources  of  supply 
still  give  cause  for  much  concern  and  emphasise  the  great  need  f :-r 
comprehensive  treatment  for  all  our  untreated  and  partially  treated 
supplies . 
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Table  XX  Showing  the  result  of  bacteriological  sampling  of  the  non-chlorinated  piped  water  supplies  in  the 
district  during  1959.  The  results  are  classified  in  accordance  with  memorandum  No. 3 of  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  (revised  1957)  and  prepared  by  the  P.H.L.S.  water  sub-committee 
as  a synopsis  and  simplification  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Peport  No. 71  (1956). 
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In  addition  to  the  above  samples  11  were  taken  from  the  chlorinated  supply  to  the  district  from  the 
Abertillery  Water  Board  and  all  of  these,  except  k satisfied  the  standard  laid  down  for  chlorinated 
water  supplies. 


Inspection  of  food  and  food  premises,  etc. 

Meat . 

The  district  does  not  possess  a public  or  private 
slaughterhouse  and  all  supplies  of  fresh  meat  come  from 
outside  the  area,  mainly  from  the  Brynmawr  Abattoir. 
Supplies  appear  to  be  adequate  and  there  is  no  evidence 
that  a slaughterhouse  is  needed  in  the  district.  The 
Council  contributes  the  appropriate  proportion  towards 
the  salary  of  a full-time  meat  inspector  at  the  Brynmawr 
Abattoir . 


Ice  Cream. 

There  is  only  one  manufacturer  of  ice  cream  in  the 
district  and  the  main  supply  comes  from  outside  the 
district . 

During  the  year  27  samples  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  analysis  with  the  following  results 

18  Grade  I and  9 Grade  II. 


Milk  Supply. 

The  district  does  not  posses  a pasteurising  plant 
and  the  main  supply  to  the-  town  comes  from  Pontypool  or 
Marshfield . 

During  the  year  44  samples  ’were  taken  and  all  reached 
the  prescribed  standards. 


Inspections  of  food  shops . 

Inspections  continued  during  the  year  to  ensure  that 
these-  premises  complied  with  the  regulations  in  force. 

The  food  premises  in  the  district  are  as  follows 


Grocery  and  provisions  25 
Confectionery , ice  cream,  milk  31 
Greengrocery , fishmongery  11 
Butchers’  shops  10 
Fried  fish  shops  2 
Licensed  Victuallers  24 
Clubs  8 


Premises  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 > 

(Section  l6) 

There  were  31  premises  registered  under  the  above  section. 
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HOUSING. 


Return  for  the  year  ended  31.12. ' 59 • 


(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  (old  cleartance  areas)  -Nil 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  (not  in  clearance 
areas)  as  a result  of  formal  or  informal  procedure  under 


Section  17(1)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

-2 

(c) 

Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified  unfit  by 
District  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

the 

-Nil 

(d) 

Unfit 

houses  closed  under  Section  17(1)  of 

the  Housing 

*1 

Act , 

1957. 

--L 

(e) 

Housi 

(i) 

ng  repairs. 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after 

-17 

-12 

(ii) 

informal  notice 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
formal  notice  under  the  Public  Health 

after 
Act, 1936. 

(iii) 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
notice  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

after 

formal 

-Nil. 

General  Housing  Details. 

(i)  Number  of  post-war  Council  houses  completed  by  31*1-*  59  -19 

(ii)  Number  of  Council  houses  completed  during  1959  il 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  completed  during  1959  by  private  enterprise-Nil 

(iv)  Number  of  Council  houses  under  construction  at  31.12. '59  -72 

(v)  Number  of  Council  houses  under  construction  by  private 
enterprise  at  J>1.12.'59 

(vi)  Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  local  authority  at 
31.12.'59  - Temporary  50  - Permanent  334 

( vii )  Number  of  applications  received  for  Cer  :ificates  of 
Disrepair  under  the  Rent  Act,  1957 , during  1959 

(viii ) Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  during  1959 


-2 


-434 

-2 

-2 
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HOUSING  ACT,  19^9 . 


18 

48 

£3, 73^.  6.  6. 


Improvement  loans  under  the  above  Act. 

(a)  Number  of  improvement  loans,  1959  - Nil 

(b)  Total  number  of  improvement  loans , 1949-1959 
(inclusive)  - Nil. 

(c)  Amount  of  improvement  loans,  1959  - Nil 

(d)  Total  amount  of  improvement  loans  1949-1959 
(inclusive)  - Nil. 


Improvement  Grants  under  the  above  Act. 

(a)  Number  of  improvement  grants,  1959 

(b)  Total  ’number  of  improvement  grants  1948-1959- 

(c)  Amount  of  improvement  grants,  1959 

(d)  Total  amount  of  improvement  grants , 1949-1959 
(inclusive)  - £10^30.  9»  0. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT , 1949 • 
Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  i960 . 


( 

i 

(1) 

jocal 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

“IT) 

All  other 
including 
Business 
Premises 

] 

| Total 
Cols 

1,2,3 

j 

Agric- 

ultural 

1. Number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority's 
district 

35 

2 , 686 

241 

2,962 

20 

11. No. of  properties 
inspected  as  a result  of 

(a) Notification 

(b) Survey  under  the 
Act 

( c ) Otherwise 

31 

2 

33 

; 

- 

41 

1,735 

162 

1,938 

16  ! 

- 

- 

- 

- 

111.  Total  inspections 
carried  out (including 
re-inspections ) 

49 

2,625 

283 

2,957 

16 

IV.  No. of  properties 
inspected  (in. Sec. 11) 
found'  to  be  infested 
by:  Rate  - Major 

Minor 
Mice  Major 

Minor 

13 

31 

3 

52 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

[ I 

- 

- 

- 

I 

j 

V. Number  of  infested 
properties  (in  Sec. IV) 
treated  by  L.A. 

1 

18 

31 

3 

52 

VI. No. of  notices  servec 
under  Sec. 4 of  the  Act 
(a)  Treatment 
(b Structural  works 
i . e .proofing 

7 . . .j 

- 

- 

- 

- 

! 

Vil.No.of  cases  in 
which  default  action 
was  taken  following  the 
issue  of  a notice  under 
Sec. 4 of  the  Act. 

| 

jVlll. Legal  proceedings 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

— 1 

T 

'IX.  No. of  block  contro] 
•schemes  carried  out. 

- 

- ■ 1 

! 

| 

r * 


■. 


■ 


. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 


Factory  premises  in  the  district  continued  to  be  inspected 
during  the  year  and  conditions  were  generally  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  Sections  110  and  111  of  Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
did  not  apply  as  no  outwork  was  being  carried  on. 


Table  XXI.  Showing  the  number  of  factories  and  inspections 
of  same  carried  out  during  the  year. 


N umb  e r 
on 

Register 

Number  of 

T w rifto — 

Written 

Notices 

j 

Occupiers  } 

Prosecuted 

___i 

■1'  ■ ■ 1 — " 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sec's 

1 

1,2, 3, 4 & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  the  L.A. 

2 

k 

- 

- 

(2%  Factories  not  included 

in  (1)  in  which  Sec. 7 is 
enforced  by  the  L.A. 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Sec. 7 is  enforced  by  the 

32 

53 

- 

L.A. ( excluding  outworkers  * 
premises ) 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

57 

- 

- 1 

Table  XXII  Showing  the  defects  found  in  factories  and  action  taken. 


j 

Number  of  defects 

N umb e r 
of  pros-, 
ecutions 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  by 

H.M  .Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

- 

Overcriwding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- i 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

i 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors(S,6) 
Sanitary  conveniences  (3.7) 

— 

— * 

— 

(a) Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

(b)Unsuitable  or  defective. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(c)Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  outwork) 

i 

| — 

j Total 

- 

i 

j — _ 

- 

f 

27 


' 

. 

■ 


■ 

. 

■ . 

I v;ish  to  thank  all  departments  of  the  Authority  fo 
their  kind  co-operation  during  the  year. 


Yours  obediently, 


t 


( 


